central problem. Science has emerged from mediaeval
scholasticism precisely by abandoning such compre-
hensive tasks as the search for the Philosopher's
Stone and for the Elixir of Life, and by applying
itself instead to specialized pieces of research,
knowing that the parts of truth thus discovered must
form a joint pattern in the end. A comprehensive
view of science is a superficial and an ignorant view
of all parts of science; it is a view which contains no
working knowledge of science, and from which no
suggestions for research can be made which would
not be recognized by scientists at a glance as either
impracticable or childishly mediocre.

Unless the central authority is prepared to go to
the extreme of pressing suggestions of this kind on
scientists, and thereby putting an end to all real
research and replacing it by futile performances, it
will have to give up the planning of science. But it
may then try to save its face by calling on individual
scientists to send in their own plans, which it would
send back endorsed with its approval. This useless
procedure has actually emerged in Soviet Russia,
where, the initial attempt at centralized planning
having failed, a system called " decentralized
planning " was introduced on the above lines. The
term " decentralized planning" is, however, con-
tradictory. The essence of planning is unity achieved
by control from a centre. The decision about what
is to be done cannot be made both centrally and
locally, and hence, if the essential decisions are local,
the central decisions can be of no importance. The
central authority can then retain only functions of a
supervisory nature. How far the supervision en-
tailed in this pretence of planning becomes oppressive
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